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THE ART OF MEDICINE 


Basic is the patient’s notion 
yours will be the magic potion. 


Next, non-verbally convey 
you know all there is to say. 


Third, know how to listen well; 
the patient knows what there’s to tell. 


Fourth, call upon an ample store 
of ancient and of modern lore. 


Fifth, choose every word with care; 
never leave him in despair. 


Finally, remember that 
it might be you who wears his hat. 


Comfort when you cannot cure; 
dying’s what we all endure. 


SAMUEL STEARNS 
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